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his youngest son, who was physically infirm> and
about whose future he had natural apprehensions.
Abdul Samad was very happy with his new com-
panions and environments. He liked his school
routine and worked hard at it. He had no more to
worry himself with the dull lessons of the Mouivi
Sahib. Soon he got into the rut of things.
But Moharaed Osman's scheme at Vellore did not
materialise. He disliked the life of an agriculturist*
and his original enthusiasm gradually cooled off.
Now he turned to public work, and through the
persuasion of. his friends stood up for Municipal
elections. He was readily elected to the Municipali-
ty and was soon obsessed with its manifold activities*.
The year 1885 **& a great year for Abdul Samad
and his family. It can even be regarded as the?
fuming point of his life and cajfeer* He passed his
Matriculation faora the Madras-a-Azanu Passing the
Matriculation was a great intellectual feat in those
days when ignorance and illiteracy were the order
of the day. Parents of a matriculated boy used to
regard themselves very lucky and looked up to the
boy with great pride and joy. He was their future
support aad help- From that day Abdul Samad
suddenly became the pet of the family; even his
prosaic father began to show his affection in his own
way. He even started thinking seriously about his
futore education and the best place and means to do
it. He himself was in favour of the boy continuing,
his studies in Madras, but his eldest SOB, AbcfoL :